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"She is intelligent,

but so stubborn!” /: \

Marie-Francoise-Thérése Martin was born in Alencon,
France, into a deeply devout family.

‘Mama is gone
Pauline, you WI|| be
my second mama
Ve

| When Thérése was only four, her mother died of breast
cancer, disturbing her joyful childhood. Her elder
S|ster Pauline took care of her
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“This will be our
new home, my
children!!"

= e The Sm.|e of the Virgin Mary

| When Therese was ten-years old she was struck by a
mysterious illness. Her family prayed desperately for

"Look! Our Lady
is smiling at me!
The pain is gone...!"

} her.
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"l give myself
entirely to You,
Jesus."

g}
Therese was very stubborn till age 13. She wished for
Christmas gifts like small children and if she doesn’t get
any she would ruin the day. Her father was frustrated by
these behaviors but that Christmas to every one’s
surprise the grace of Jesus converted her.

Seeking the Bishop’s Permission
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‘f @~ W/ "You are far too
' ' young, child.
Return when you /%

"l pray for him!!
My Lord, give me
a sign that he is

"But Your
Excellency, the
call of God cannot
wait!”

At age 14, Therese felt an early call to religious life
but initially she was denied entry into the Carmelite
convent because of her young age. /

heard by Jesus. Just before his execution, he
unexpectedly kissed a crucifix.

Entering Carmel (April 9, 1888)

(“fli Pleding to the Ppe in Rome (1887) K
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AL g ) "You may
7 "Holy Father! [ go!'You will
Permit me to enter if God
\ enter Carmel!" & - wills it."

Thérése was permitted to enter the Carmelite
convent a year later at the age of 15.

She got a chance to meet Pope Leo 13 and
presented her case before him.
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" will offer
this irritation
to Jesus.
True charity
means bearing
with the faults
of others."

Convent life was with small, difficult dally
problems among the sisters.

"l am too small
to climb the rough
stairway of
perfection. My
elevator to Heaven
shall be Your arms
O Jesus."
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"| offer

myself as a
victim of Your
Merciful Love,
consume me

with Your
gracel!"

"Jesus is
calling me
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“Little soul,
do not be afraid
to be little;
for it is in littleness
that true greatness
is found.”
— St. Thérése

Passing away at 24, the L|ttIe Flower pledged
to continue her mission from heaven.

Forever in Heaven

L “Little Flower Pray for Us!!” |
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