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VOICE OF THE EXARCH
Dear All,

We are joyfully living the Easter season which leads 
us to the celebration of the Feast of the Ascension of 
Our Lord into heaven. Easter is the summit of the 
economy of salvation. The fruits of the economy of 
salvation become tangible to us through the work of 
the Holy Spirit who, through Pentecost, inaugurated the Church. 
“The Spirit dwells in the Church and in the hearts of the faithful, as 
in a temple… guiding the Church, in the way of all truth…” (Cf. 
LG 4).  I wish and pray that God the Holy Spirit, “the giver of life”, 
may abide in us and in our Exarchate and fill us with the zeal to 
pursue the mission of the Church. The Spirit of God is truly in 
action in our Exarchate as we have the first Priestly Ordination of 
our Exarchate, various minor orders, the Mission Meet and a new 
Pastoral Council constituted. In our parishes, also, we have new 
parish councils at our service.  Some new priests are set to join the 
pastoral team of the Exarchate and many changes of appointments 
are to take place. This is also a holiday season, a time to refresh and 
reboot ourselves. I hope and pray that we be empowered by the 
Spirit of God for the greater glory of God and for fulfilling the tasks 
entrusted to us.  

Priestly Ordination and Minor Orders

We will have the first priestly ordination of our Exarchate at 8 am 
on Saturday, 26 May 2018 at our Cathedral in Khadki-Pune. 
Deacon Varghese Kurisinkal has been preparing zealously for this 
day. I invite all our priests and laity to attend the liturgy of 
ordination and pray for our New Priest.  He will be celebrating his 
First Holy Qurbono at 7:30 am on Wednesday, 30 May 2018 at 
Enathu, near Adoor in Kerala. I invoke God's blessings on him and 
his future ministry in our Exarchate. I also pray for all our 
theologians at the various stages of formation who would be 
receiving minor orders on May 13 at Vishrantwadi Parish, Pune. 
God has so deigned that these ordinations shall be done through 
me, his weak and humble servant. Pray that I be made worthy of it!

Laity Day 

On 6 May, we celebrate Laity Sunday. “The Church is the people of 
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God” (LG 9). The Laity are an integral part of the Church. I am 
happy to note that there has been an active participation of our 
Laity in the life of our exarchate, especially in the missions. 
Through active participation in daily parish activities, especially 
the parish council, pastoral council, MCA and Suvishesha 
Sagham, etc., our Laity has time and again shown their selfless 
commitment to the Church and her missions, in spite of their busy 
schedule and commitment at their work places, in offices and at 
home. I pray for all our Laity, men and women, and pray that God 
may shower his blessings on his people. I hope that the celebration 
of Laity Day may further enhance our laity in knowing their call as 
Christians to be the merciful and life giving face of Jesus wherever 
they serve and live. On May 1, we celebrate labourers' day, the 
feast of St. Joseph, the worker. Let us pray for one another.

New Pastoral Council

We have had our Annual General Body Meetings in our parishes, 
electing new parish council members and also representatives to 
the Exarchial Pastoral Council. I wish new parish councils all 
success. Pastoral Council is an important organ of our Exarchate in 
assisting the Bishop in its Pastoral governance.  I thank the 
outgoing Council for their selfless service rendered for our 
Exarchate. I also wish the newly constituted Pastoral Council all 
blessings. I pray that their advice and hard work may further 
enhance our ministry in the Exarchate. The newly constituted 
pastoral council shall be meeting at 9 am on Friday, 25 May 2018 
at our Bishop's House in Khadki-Pune. The Holy Qurbono on that 
day will be at 6:45 am.  All ex-officio, elected and nominated 
Pastoral Council members must attend this meeting without fail.  

Jeevan Darshan Camps 2018

This year we had 8 Jeevan Darshan Camps conducted by our major 
seminarians at the Exarchial district centres of our Exarchate 
under the leadership of Fr. Varghese Valikkodath. These camps 
played a vital role in the faith formation of our children as various 
biblical and theological precepts were taught to our kids through 
classes, songs, dance and games. I thank Fr. Varghese Valikkodath, 
all the vicars, parents, Sunday School Teachers and our major 
seminarians for their hard work during this summer for the faith 
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formation ministry of our Exarchate. It is now time to sit back and 
evaluate the camps, especially their effectiveness, and suggest 
new means to further improve our JDC. 

New Provincial Teams in Bethany Ashram

Bethany Ashram has new provincial bodies in its two provinces.  
Rev. Fr. Mathew Jacob Thiruvallil, OIC and Rev. Fr. Jose Mariadas 
Padipurackal OIC have been elected provincial Superiors of 
Bethany Navajeevan and Navajyothy Provinces, respectively. I 
wish all success and good wishes to the new Provincials and their 
teams. I acknowledge the service that Bethany fathers have been 
rendering to the growth of this Exarchate and hope to get their 
continued support in the future.

New Appointments 

Rev. Fr. Philip Pulipra has been appointed as Director of the 
Exarchial Commission for Faith Formation and the head of the 
Department of Sunday School. Mrs. Preethi Daniel from BARC 
Mumbai is appointed the Office Secretary of the Department. I 
wish them all success in their new ministry and urge everyone's 
cooperation. I also thank Fr. Varghese Valikkodath who had been 
leading these offices for the last three years. He will be going for 
higher studies this year. I wish him all success for the same. 

Fr. George Mathew OIC has been relieved from the offices of 
Chancellor of the Exarchate, the Rector of   Exarchate Minor 
Seminary and Vicar of Warje Parish with the Marathi-Hindi 
Mission. He has set a standard for the offices he held. The 
EPHREMITE reached you punctually and regularly. The seminary 
is the soul of the Exarchate: he vivified it. Mission was his passion: 
we have a Hindi-Marathi Mission. He is a good pastor. Thank you, 
Fr. George Mathew! I also thank Bethany Navajyothy Province in 
providing the service of Fr. George Mathew OIC for the last three 
years. I wish him God's blessings in his ministry ahead. Fr. Melwin 
Mathew OIC from the same province has joined our Exarchate 
ministry taking up the office of the Chancellor and as Vicar of 
Warje Malwadi with the Hindi-Marathi Mission. I wish him all 
blessings.

Rt. Rev. Corepiscopo Koshy Kakkanatt from the Eparchy of Puttur 
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is appointed Parish Priest of Singasandra and Carmelaram in 
Bengaluru. Rev. Fr. Mathew Pallikunnel from the Eparchy of 
Bathery is appointed Parish Priest of Sankinaka and Vikhroli in 
Mumbai. I welcome these priests to the Exarchate and wish them a 
fruitful ministry.

Rev. Fr. Mathew Punakulam is appointed as the new Rector of 
Nirmal Hriday Minor Seminary. Rev. Fr. Mathew Thazhettottathil 
has been appointed as the new Director of MCYM. Rev Fr Stephen 
Chempakathoppu is appointed as the Secretary of the Exarchial 
Commission for Evangelization. All these priests are taking up an 
important mission and I wish them a successful ministry.

Welcome Fr. John Elavunkal

 I am happy to inform you that Fr. John Elavunkal, formerly a priest 
of the Eparchy of Bathery and currently engaged in the pastoral 
ministry in Germany, has been ascribed to our Exarchate. I 
wholeheartedly welcome Fr. John Elavunkal into the Prebyterium 
of our Exarchate and wish that his service may be for the greater 
good of the people of God in our Exarchate. I wish him a fruitful 
ministry ahead!

New Co-adjutor Bishops

The whole Syro-Malanakara Catholic Church joyfully received 
the news of the appointment of Bishop Samuel Mar Irenios as Co-
adjutor Bishop of Pathanamthitta and Bishop Yuhanon Mar 
Thedosius as Co-adjutor Bishop of Moovatupuzha. I wish them a 
fruitful Episcopal ministry and pray that God may strengthen the 
Eparchies of Pathanamthitta and Moovatupuzha through these 
Bishops.

HAPPY AND BLESSED PENTECOST SEASON! May the Spirit 
of God guide, strengthen and revitalize us and our ministries.

Your loving Aboon , 

     

 

Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC

Apostolic Exarch

X 
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Urbi Et Orbi Message 
of His Holiness Pope Francis

Dear brothers and sisters, Happy Easter!

Jesus is risen from the dead!

This message resounds in the Church the world over, along with 
the singing of the Alleluia: Jesus is Lord; the Father has raised him 
and he lives forever in our midst.

Jesus had foretold his death and resurrection using the image of the 
grain of wheat. He said: “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth 
and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit” (Jn 
12:24). And this is precisely what happened: Jesus, the grain of 
wheat sowed by God in the furrows of the earth, died, killed by the 
sin of the world. He remained two days in the tomb; but his death 
contained God's love in all its power, released and made manifest 
on the third day, the day we celebrate today: the Easter of Christ the 
Lord.

We Christians believe and know that Christ's resurrection is the 
true hope of the world, the hope that does not disappoint. It is the 
power of the grain of wheat, the power of that love which humbles 
itself and gives itself to the very end, and thus truly renews the 
world. This power continues to bear fruit today in the furrows of 
our history, marked by so many acts of injustice and violence. It 
bears fruits of hope and dignity where there are deprivation and 
exclusion, hunger and unemployment, where there are migrants 
and refugees (so often rejected by today's culture of waste), and 
victims of the drug trade, human trafficking and contemporary 
forms of slavery.

Today we implore fruits of peace upon the entire world, beginning 
with the beloved and long-suffering land of Syria, whose people 
are worn down by an apparently endless war. This Easter, may the 
light of the risen Christ illumine the consciences of all political and 
military leaders, so that a swift end may be brought to the carnage 

EASTER 2018
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in course, that humanitarian law may be respected and that 
provisions be made to facilitate access to the aid so urgently 
needed by our brothers and sisters, while also ensuring fitting 
conditions for the return of the displaced.

We beseech fruits of reconciliation for the Holy Land, also 
experiencing in these days the wounds of ongoing conflict that do 
not spare the defenceless, for Yemen and for the entire Middle 
East, so that dialogue and mutual respect may prevail over division 
and violence. May our brothers and sisters in Christ, who not 
infrequently put up with injustices and persecution, be radiant 
witnesses of the risen Lord and of the victory of good over evil.

We invoke on this day fruits of hope for those who yearn for a more 
dignified life, above all in those areas of the African continent 
deeply affected by hunger, endemic conflicts and terrorism. May 
the peace of the risen Lord heal wounds in South Sudan and open 
hearts to dialogue and mutual understanding. Let us not forget the 
victims of that conflict, especially the children! May there be no 
lack of solidarity with all those forced to abandon leave their native 
lands and lacking the bare essentials for living.

We implore fruits of dialogue for the Korean peninsula, that the 
discussions under way may advance harmony and peace within the 
region. May those who are directly responsible act with wisdom 
and discernment to promote the good of the Korean people and to 
build relationships of trust within the international community.

We also beseech fruits of peace for Ukraine, that the steps taken to 
favour harmony may be consolidated, and facilitated by the 
humanitarian initiatives needed by its people.

We also invoke fruits of consolation for the Venezuelan people, 
who, as their bishops have written, are living in a kind of “foreign 
land” within their own country. May that nation, by the power of 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, find a just, peaceful and humane 
way to surmount quickly the political and humanitarian crises that 
grip it. May welcome and assistance not be wanting to its sons and 
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daughters forced to abandon their homeland.

May the risen Christ bring fruits of new life to those children, who 
as a result of wars and hunger, grow up without hope, lacking 
education and health care; and to those elderly persons who are 
cast off by a selfish culture that ostracizes those who are not 
“productive”.

We also implore fruits of wisdom for those who have political 
responsibilities in our world, that they may always respect human 
dignity, devote themselves actively to the pursuit of the common 
good, and ensure the development and security of their own 
citizens.

Dear brothers and sisters,

The words heard by the women at the tomb are also addressed to 
us: “Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, 
but has risen” (Lk 24:5-6). Death, solitude and fear are not the last 
word. There is a word that transcends them, a word that only God 
can speak: it is the word of the resurrection (cf. John Paul II, 
Conclusion of the Way of the Cross, 18 April 2003). By the power 
of God's love, it “dispels wickedness, washes faults away, restores 
innocence to the fallen, and joy to mourners, drives out hatred, 
fosters concord and brings down the mighty” (Easter 
Proclamation).

Happy Easter to all!

Pope Francis 

Happy Birthday, Dear Fathers...

21 May : Manalil Rev. Fr Abraham

28 May : Kaniyanttayyathu Rev. Fr. Bendict, OIC

Valiyatharayil Rev. Fr. Zacharia, OIC (Ani)
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Most Rev. Abraham Viruthakulangara, 
Archbishop of Nagpur passed away

Most Rev. Abraham Viruthakulangara, Archbishop 
of Nagpur, passed away on 19 April, 2018 in the very 
early hours of the morning at the CBCI Centre, New Delhi. 
Archbishop Abraham Viruthakulangara was born on June 05, 1943 
in Kerala. He did his early schooling in his native place; he left for 
Indore in north India in 1960 to become a Priest. He did his early 
college studies in Indore and further Major studies in St. Charles' 
Seminary Nagpur. He has his Baccalaureate in Theology (B.Th). 
He was ordained a Priest on 28 October, 1969 and began serving as 
parish Priest and District Superior of Sendhwa Parish of Khargon, 
Madhya Pradesh. At the very early age of 34 he was consecrated as 
Bishop on 13 July 1977 and was given the charge of the then newly 
created diocese of Khandwa. After 21 years as Bishop of Khandwa 
on 22 April, 1998, he took charge as Metropolitan Archbishop of 
Nagpur. He was serving as Archbishop of Nagpur when he passed 
away peacefully in his sleep. Archbishop was a great friend of the 
Malankara Catholic Church and especially of the Exarchate of St. 
Ephrem of Khadki-Pune. The Exarchate expresses her heartfelt 
condolences and prays that God may grant eternal rest to the 
departed Archbishop.

Msgr Paul Antony Mullassery Appointed as the Bishop of Kollam

His Holiness Pope Francis has appointed Monsignor Paul Antony 
Mullassery (58) as the Bishop of Quilon. This ecclesiastical 
provision was made public on 18 April, 2018.  Bishop designate 
Paul Antony Mullassery was born on 15 January, 1960, in 
Kaithakody, Diocese of Quilon. He did his studies at St. Raphael's 
Minor Seminary, Quilon, at the Trinity Lyceum and at St. Joseph's 
Pontifical Seminary, Aluva. He was ordained Priest on 22 
December, 1984, for the Diocese of Quilon. He obtained a 
Doctorate in Canon Law from the Pontifical Urbanian University, 
Rome.

Church In India
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Appointment of two new Co-adjutor Bishops

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos, 
the Head and Father of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, 
announced two Co-adjutor Bishops for the Syro-Malankara 
Catholic Church. The announcement was made on 10 April at 3.30 
pm at St. Mary's Cathedral, Pattom. Most Rev. Samuel Mar 
Irenios, the Auxiliary Bishop of the Major Archieparchy of 
Trivandrum, has been appointed the Co-adjutor Bishop for the 
Eparchy of Pathanamthitta, and Most Rev. Yoohanon Mar 
Theodosius, the Bishop of the Curia and the Apostolic Visitator to 
Europe and Oceania, has been appointed as the Co-adjutor Bishop 
for the Eparchy of Muvattupuzha.

New Provincial Governing Bodies of Bethany Ashram (OIC) 
Elected 

Bethany Navajeevan Province (Thiruvananthapuram): 
Provincial Synaxis held on 11 April, 2018 has elected Very Rev. Fr. 
Mathew Jacob Thiruvalil, OIC as its Provincial Superior. It has 
also elected Fr. James Puthuparampil OIC (I Councillor), Fr. 
Thomas George OIC (II Councillor), Fr. Mathew Manaluvila OIC 
(III Councillor), Fr. Thomas Reji Padinjattemelethil OIC (IV 
Councillor), Fr. Jacob Dayanand OIC (Provincial Procurator), and 
Fr. Geevarghese Thiruvalil OIC (Provincial Secretary).

Bethany Navajyothy Province (Aluva): Provincial Synaxis held 
on 12 April, 2018 has elected Very Rev. Fr. Jose Mariadas, OIC as 
its Provincial Superior. It has also elected Fr. Martin Premanand 
OIC (I Councillor), Fr. Satyan Thomas OIC (II Councillor), Fr. 
Ninan Cherupuzhathottathill OIC (III Councillor), Fr. Varghese 
Kaipanaduka OIC (IV Councillor), Fr. Joseph Ancheril OIC 
(Provincial Procurator), and Fr. Shaiju Mathew OIC (Provincial 
Secretary).

Malankara Catholic Church 
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I. REV. FR. JOHN ELAVUNKAL INCARDINATED

Rev. Fr. John Elavunkal, formerly part of the clergy of the Eparchy 
of Bathery, has been incardinated into the Exarchate of St. Ephrem 
of Khadki-Pune. He is currently serving in the Diocese of Passsau, 
Germany. The Exarchate welcomes Fr. John to its priestly 
koinonia. 

II. APPOINTMENTS AND TRANSFERS

a. Rev. Fr. George Mathew OIC Relieved from the Exarchate

Exarchate thanks Rev. Fr. George Mathew, OIC for his selfless 
service for the last three years in various capacities. Fr. George 
Mathew, OIC served as the secretary to the Exarch, Exarchial 
Chancellor, Minor Seminary Rector, Vicar of Warje-Malwadi 
parish and allied Marathi Mission. His zealous service in the 
seminary formation, Marathi-Hindi mission, and the 
publishing of the Exarchial Bulletin 'Ephremite' every month 
without fail is praiseworthy. He now moves back to his 
province. Exarchate wishes him God's blessings in his new 
endeavour.

b. Rev. Fr. Varghese Vallikkodath has been relieved from the 
offices of the Exarchial Director of Catechism, MCCL and 
Faith Formation Commission, MCYM, and the Secretary of 
the Exarchial Commission for Evangelization.  Exarchate 
thanks Fr Varghese Vallikkodath for his immense contribution 
and selfless service in the growth of the Exarchate through 
these various responsibilities.

c. Rev. Fr. Melwin Mathew Anthalil, OIC has been appointed 
as the Chancellor of the Exarchate and Vicar of Warje-
Malwadi parish and allied Marathi Mission. As chancellor, Fr. 
Melwin is also in charge of the Exarchial Bulletin 'Ephremite.'

d. Rev. Fr. Mathew Punakulam has been appointed as the 
Rector of Nirmal Hriday Minor Seminary. He has been 

Notifications From Bishop's House
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relieved from the office of the vicar of Hennur, Carmelaram
and Singsandra parishes.

e. Rev. Fr. Philip Pulipra has been appointed to the office of the 
Director of Catechism, MCCL and Faith Formation 
Commission of the Exarchate. 

f. Rev. Fr. Mathew Thazhethottathil has been appointed as the 
Exarchial Director of MCYM.

g. Rev Fr Stephen Chempakathoppu has been appointed as the 
Secretary of the Exarchial Commission for Evangelization. He 
shall be Exarchial Director of Mission Initiatives and 
Suvishesha Sangham.

h. Rt. Rev. Koshy Kakkantu Corepiscopo of the clergy of 
Puttur Eparchy has been appointed to serve in the Exarchate. 
He has been appointed as Vicar of Caremalaram and 
Singsandra parishes.

i. Rev. Fr. Mathew Pallikunel of the Eparchy of Bathery has 
been appointed to serve in the Exarchate. He has been 
appointed as the Vicar of Sakinaka and Vikhroli parishes in 
Mumbai.

III. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

a. Pastoral Council Meeting

The newly constituted Pastoral Council shall be meeting at 9 
am on Friday, 25 May 2018 at the Bishop's House in Khadki-
Pune. The Holy Qurbono on that day will be at 6:45 am.  All 
ex-officio, elected and nominated Pastoral Council members 
must attend this meeting without fail.  

IV. CONGRATULATIONS

Mr V A George, Khadki Parish, for the recognition of his selfless 
missionary endeavour (mission works in 12 states) from FIAT 
Mission at Angamaly on 15 April, 2018.

Mr Mani Kuriakose, Borivali Parish, for the awrd from Union 
Industry Minister for achievements in Export Buisness.
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Holy Week Service by His Excellency 

Exarchial Level Inauguration of the Year of Youth

Easter Gathering at Bishop's House

This year's Holy Week Service of our Bishop was in Chennai 
th

District. Aboon arrived at Chennai on 25  March and led the Palm 
Sunday Liturgy at Ayapakkam Church. The same evening, Bishop 
led the Vadhee Deelmino Service, followed by evening prayer and 
Confession at Padi parish. Maundy Thursday Service was led by 
the Bishop at Nanganallur mission station. The Kalkazhukal 
Sisrusha or the liturgy of the Washing of the Feet was held at Padi 
parish, where members from all the parishes in Chennai District 
participated in the service. The Good Friday and Easter Liturgy 
was led by the Bishop at Padi parish.

The Exarchial level inauguration of the Year of Youth was held on 
25 March, 2018 at Malankara Catholic Church, Padi by Bishop 
Thomas Mar Anthonios, OIC. Inauguration ceremony was held 
immediately after the conclusion of the Church Palm Sunday 
liturgy. After a short but meaningful message by His Excellency, 
the flag hoisting ceremony was held, followed by a prayer for the 
Youth.

A gathering of priests, seminarians and sisters in Pune District was 
held at the Bishops House. His Excellency Bishop Thomas Mar 
Anthonios, Msgr. Varghese Mattamana, all the members of the 
Exarchial Curia, Rev. Priests and Sisters from Pune and Nashik, all 
the exarchate seminarians and staff members of the Bishop's 
House were present at the gathering. After the evening prayers, the 
Bishop addressed the gathering and gave a meaningful message on 
Easter. Bishop's House community also bid farewell to Br. Joshua 
Thenuvila who successfully completed his regency there. Later, 
everyone joined for the Easter Supper. It was a time to extend to 

Exarchial News
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everyone Easter wishes and share the joy of the day.

th
The NHMS Day was celebrated on 20  April 2018. Msgr. 
Varghese Mattamana, Vicar general, was the chief guest of the day. 
The presence of the priests, sisters, seminarians, benefactors and 
representatives from the different parishes in Pune added colour to 
the event. The program started at 6.00 pm with prayer lead by Rev. 
Fr. Varghese Mattamana.  Seminarians displayed their talents 
through cultural programs like comedy, drama, martial arts and so 
on. Teachers  who helped the minor seminarians in their formation 
were felicitated with a memento by the chief guest.  Rev. Fr. 
George Mathew OIC was given a farewell by the minor 
seminarians. The official appointment of the new Rector as Fr. 
Mathew Punakulam was made by the Bishop through a video 
message telecast during the program. The program concluded 
with the Agape.

Jeevan Darshan Camp, 2018 is a Holiday Catechetical Camp for 
the Sunday school students. The camp was conducted under the 
Patronage of our Aboon Thomas Mar Anthonios, OIC and the 
guidance of Fr Varghese Valikkodath. The theme of the JDC was ' 
Priesthood.' The major seminarians of the Exarchate conducted 
the camp. The camp was held in Pune District at Papal Seminary 
(JDV PG Block) from 13 -15 April. Around 80 students 
participated in the camp in Pune. Fr Joseph Venmanath, the 
District Vicar and Catechism Director gave leadership for the 
same.  In Bangalore District, the camp was held in two centres, 
namely Hennur and Singhsandra. Hennur JDC was held from 5 to 
7 April, 2018. One of the JDC camp at Hyderabad was held on 25 
and 26 April. Bishop Thomas Mar Anthonios blessed blessed the 
students by his presence in all camp centres. Detailed news of all 
JDC Camps will be put in the next issue of Ephremite.

Nirmal Hriday Minor Seminary Day Celebration

Jeevan Darshan Camp 2018
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Exarchial District News
Mumbai District

St Mary's MCC, Sakinaka

St. Thomas MCC, Thane

a.

b.

c.

24 hour Adoration

In order to foster the spirit of lent and responding to the call of 
our beloved Aboon, 24 hour adoration was conducted from 8 
pm on 15 Mar to 8 pm on 16 Mar 2018. Suvishesha Sangam, 
MCYM, MCA and various prayer groups took turns and 
conducted the spiritual exercise with great devotion and 
fervour. The parish specially remembered the suffering 
Christians in the Middle East. 

Class on Holy Bible

A class on Holy Bible was taken by Suvisesha Sangam Director 
Rev. Fr. Antony Kakkanat on 16 Mar 2018. He explained the 
proper way to read and meditate on the Holy Bible and the 
importance of the same in our daily life. The session was well 
conducted and appreciated by all.

Holy Week Services

Holy Week Services were conducted from 25 Mar to 31 Mar by 
our Vicar Fr. Mathew Thomas Thazhethottathil. Vade Dalmeno 
service was also conducted this year on 25 Mar 2018. All 
actively partook in the services and were blessed by it.

a. MCA visit to Tata Memorial Cancer Research Centre
thOn 19  March, members of MCA visited the Tata Memorial 

Cancer Research Centre as a part of Lenten Season charity 
work. MCA members interacted with the bystanders and 
distributed food to them. It was a heartening experience for all 
who went. 

b. St. Vincent de Paul visited an Old age home

c. As a part of Lenten Season, the members of St. Vincent de Paul 
visited Shanti Bhavan, an old age centre, and spent some time
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with the elderly. The members also provided some financial
help to the old age home. 

d. MCYM visit to differently abled children

Members of MCYM Sakinaka visited a centre of differently 
abled children called Sahyog. MCYM members had planned 
the visit as a part of Lenten Season charity outreach. A video on 
“Safety and Hygiene” was prepared by the MCYM for the 
awareness of the kids. Later on, they played games with the 
inmates wherein spot prizes were distributed for kids who won. 
MCYM members also sang songs for the kids. At the end of the 
day, they were presented with a memento as a token of love 
prepared by the kids. It was a blessed experience for all those 
who attended.

e. MCYM visit a centre of underprivileged children 
st

On 31  March, members of MCYM Sakinaka visited a centre 
of underprivileged children  called Roshan. The visit was a part
of Lenten Season charity work. The day at Roshan started with 
an interaction on the Kerala Culture. Later on, they had 
games and a song session for the kids. MCYM members also 
distributed study kits to the children at Roshan. It was a blessed 
experience for all who visited.

f. Holy Week 

St. Mary's SMCC observed Holy Week with great devotion. 
The services of  Holy Week were led by Fr. Varghese 
Mattamanna and assisted by Bro. Thomas. The week started 
with the Hosanna services, followed by the Holy Monday and 

th
Holy Tuesday. Pesaha was solemnly observed on 28  March. 

thThe services of Good Friday were observed on 30  March. On 
st31  March, Holy Qurbono was conducted in the morning for 

the departed souls. The Easter services were solemnly 
stcelebrated on 31  March in the evening.

g. Pothuyogam

The annual general body meeting or pothuyogam of St. Mary's 
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thSMCC was conducted on 8  April. The annual reports and 
accounts were presented and elections for the next year were 
conducted. Mr. Saji Daniel was elected as the Trustee and Mr. Vinu 
Varghese was elected as the Secretary for the next financial year.

a. 24 Hour Adoration and Parish retreat

Kharghar parish observed 24 hours Eucharistic adoration lead 
by 4 prayer groups  from 2 March, beginning with Holy Mass, 
till 3 March concluding with solemn benediction of the 
Eucharist.  Parish Lenten Retreat was led by Fr. Alophonse 
Pawath OIC. It was a 3 day retreat which gathered during the 
evenings and focussed on the ways to make the observance of 
the Lent meaningful. 

b. Holy Week Liturgy

Holy Week had a blessed start with Hosanna Sunday Service 
led by Fr. Ani Zachariah OIC. Maundy Thursday was 

th
celebrated on 29  March 2018 at 7 PM  led by Rev. Fr. 
Benjamin Vazhyil. Later, the Pesaha Appam was cut by the 
eldest member of the Church and given to the youngest child. 
The Good Friday service started at 8 AM led by Rev Fr. 
Benjamin Vazhyil. The service of Good Friday and Easter was 
attended jointly by Khargahr and BARC parish members. The 

th
Easter service was celebrated on the 30  April 2018 by Rev. 
Benjamin Vazhyil, OIC and the liturgy was followed by Easter 
Dinner.

a. 24 hours Adoration

Day long adoration was conducted starting from the evening of 
th23rd March to that of 24  March. The adoration included 

continuous praise and worship, bible readings and sharing the 
word of God by the parishioners. Rev. Sr. Bhavya SIC and 
prayer group leaders led the sessions. The adoration came to a 

St Mary's MCC, Khargar 

St John the Baptist MCC, Vasai
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close with the benediction of the Holy Eucharist by Rev. Fr.
Thomas Bijily OIC. 

b.  Holy Week Service 

Parishioners entered the Holy Week celebrations with great 
zeal after the observance of a meaningful Lent. The Liturgy 
was solemnly conducted by Rev. Fr. Thomas Bijily OIC in 
which all the parishioners participated with devotion.

c. AGM 2018

The Annual General Body Meeting for the year 2017-2018 
was conducted on 8th April 2018. The meeting was presided 
by Rev. Fr. Thomas Bijily OIC. The agenda for the meeting 
was electing new Committee members for the coming year and 
planning the future activities. The parish elected the office 
bearers and sent the list to the Exarchial Curia for approval.

a. Holy Week Service

The Holy Week liturgy was led by Fr. Melwin Mathew OIC. 
He was assisted by Br. Paul from the Exarchate. During Holy 
Week we had evening prayers, confessions and classes on 
liturgical songs of Holy Week. On Easter night, MCYM 
members distributed Easter eggs with bible verses on them,  
and the fund thus generated by the sale of the eggs were added 
to the MCYM fund.

b. Farewell to Sr. Anila SIC

Nashik parish bid farewell to one of its illustrious missionaries 
in the person of Sr. Anila, SIC. Farewell was accorded to sister 
after the holy Qurbono on 14 April. She has been serving as the 
principal of the convent school for the last four years along 
with her active involvement in the life of the parish.

His Excellency Thomas Mar Anthonios made a pastoral visit to 
Boisar unit on 13th April 2018. Bishop blessed the community by 

St Thomas MCC, Nashik

MCC, Boisar
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celebrating the Holy Qurbono, which was followed by a small 
public meeting. Rev. Fr. Thomas Bijily OIC, the Vicar, and Sr. 
Bhavya SIC, sister in-charge, co- ordinated the public meeting. 25 
members from Vasai parish also actively participated in the event. 

The parish bid farewell to its previous Vicar, Fr. Sobu Maruthoor 
and received its new Vicar, Rev. Fr. Philip Pulipara. The parish 
thanks God for the selfless service rendered by Fr. Sobu.

a. Velankanni Pilgrimage

A pilgrimage to Velakanni was organised by the 
Mathrusangam. A good number of parishioners participated in 
the pilgrimage and received blessings. This pilgrimage to 
Velakanni was organised by the sincere efforts of the 
Mathrusangam members under the leadership of Vicar Rev. Fr. 
Philip Pulipara. 

b. Pathayatra to Mount St. Thomas 

Pathayatra from the Padi parish to St. Thomas Mount was 
conducted on 24th March. Indiscriminate to the unit, all the 
faithful participated in this yearly ritual effectively. The 
Pathyathara was a great blessing for all the parishioners.

c. Holy Week Service

The parish celebrated the Holy Week liturgy with great 
devotion under the leadership of the vicar. The presence of our 
Aboon to lead the liturgy on Holy Thursday and Easter was a 
great blessing. The parish was also blessed to have the Liturgy 
of the 'washing of Feet' led  by Bishop Mar Anthonios in which 
faithful across Chennai region participated. The service of 
Palm Sunday was led by our Vicar Rev. Fr. Philip Pulipara. On 
28th March, Maundy Thursday (Appam Murikal Sisrusha) was 
also initiated by our Parish Vicar. The representatives from all 
the parish associations and Rev. Sisters  were called to cut the 

Chennai District

St. Thomas MCC, Padi 
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Peasaha appam and later the appam was distributed to all the 
parish members.

a. Holy Week Service

The Holy Week services were led by Rev. Fr. Noble Joseph 
OIC. During this week, around 300 members were present.  On 
Good Friday, services were led by Rev. Fr. Noble Joseph along 
with Rev. Fr. Zacharias N OIC, Rev. Fr. Joseph M. OIC, and 
Rev. Fr. Joseph Ancheril OIC.  This year all Parish members 
brought Easter eggs with Bible verses written on them for 
Easter and after the Easter Service these Easter eggs were given 
to all the members. Easter Dinner was arranged for the entire 
congregation, thus celebrating the joy of Easter as a family.

b.  Annual General Body Meeting 

The Annual General Body Meeting of the parish was held on 
8th April 2018. Parish committee members were selected for 
the financial Year 2018-19. Various discussions and 
deliberations regarding the parish were made in the meeting. 

c. Parish Feast

The parish feast was celebrated with great zeal from 19 to 22 
April, 2018. Festal flag was hoisted by Rev. Fr. Amrut Fonseca, 
OFM CAP, the vicar of the Latin rite parish of Pimpri. The Holy 
Qurbono was celebrated in all the three rites. The festal 
procession in the evening of 24 April was attended by faithful 
from the neighbouring parishes. The Solemn festal Qurbono 
was celebrated by Rev. Fr. Justin Thomas OIC, a newly 
ordained priest from Bethany, currently serving in Mary Matha 
Bethany School in Surat as its Bursar.

As a part of Matrusanghamam programme scheduled for the 

Pune District

 Holy Redeemer's MCC, Kalewadi 

St Antony's MCC, Vishrantwadi

a. Mathrusangham prayer kit and Seminar
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year, a prayer kit consisting of Bible, Rosary, Malankara prayer 
book and a note book was circulated amongst all the families of 
the parish through its three prayer groups.  Each family had to 
read the Bible, say the prayers and recite the rosary, thereafter 
mention of the intentions in the note book which was then 
prayed for by the next family. The conclusion of the same was 
conducted as a seminar on 14 April with a talk by Vicar Rev. Fr. 
Varghese Kaithon and Bar Itho Kashiro, Mr. PV Thomas. 
Nearly 50 ladies attended the seminar and were spiritually 
enriched. The members also elected new representatives for the 
year 2018-19, viz Mrs. Molly Viji as President, Mrs. Sheela 
Jacob as the Secretary.  Mrs. Beena Raju was elected as a lady 
representative for the Parish Council.

b. The AGM for the parish 

The Annual General Body meeting of the parish was held on 15 
April 2018. The Parish elected office bearers for the new 
financial year and submitted the same for the approval of the 
Bishop.

a. Holy Week

The Holy week services were led by the Vicar, Fr. George 
Mathew OIC. Parish was blessed with the presence of the 
minor seminarians. The Palm Sunday liturgy began at 8:30,  
followed by Holy Qurbono, after which the usual monthly 
Hindi retreat was held.

b. Annual General Meeting
thThe AGM was held on 08  April after the Holy Mass in the 

presence of Vicar Fr. George Mathew OIC, Fr. Melwin Mathew 
OIC and all parishioners. It started with a short prayer followed 
by the presentation of minutes of the last AGM. The accounts 
and the annual activity reports were presented. The Parish 
committees, along with the new office bearers, were elected for 
the year 2018-2019.

St Mary's MCC, Warje
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c. First Holy Communion, and change of Vicar

Four children of this parish received first Holy Communion 
during the Solemn Qurbono celebrated by His Excellency 
Thomas Mar Anthonios, OIC. After the Holy Qurbono, a public 
meeting was held to thank the outgoing Vicar, Fr. George 
Mathew OIC and to welcome the new Vicar, Fr. Melwin 
Mathew OIC. The closure of the silver jubilee celebrations of 
the Mathrusangham of the parish was also held. The event 
concluded with a luncheon. 

a. Feast of  St. Joseph

The feast of our Patron,  St. Joseph was celebrated on 18th 
March.  The festal Holy Qurbono was celebrated by our vicar 
and parishioners having the name Joseph were felicitated. It 
was also the feast of our Vicar, Rev. Fr. Joseph Noble, OIC, and 
our missionaries Rev. Sr. Jephin, SIC and Rev. Sr. Josina S.I.C.  
All the feastarians together cut the cake and shared their joy 
with the parish. This was followed by Agape.

b. Lenten Season

During the Lental Season, Nombkala prayers were held daily in 
the evening at the residence of the parishioners in turns.  As part 
of the Lenten Campaign, all the MCA and Mathrusangam 
members, along with Rev. Sisters of the Bethany Convent Dehu 
Road, made a visit to an Orphanage viz. Vikas Anath Ashram at 
Chikli.  This orphanage has 40 inmates, children in the age level 
between 3 to 14.  As part of our contribution, cash and eatables 
were handed over to Mr. Mauli Harkal, Director of the 
orphanage.  The Sisters taught the inmates of the orphanage 
some songs. 

c. Passion Week

We were blessed to have the services of Rev. Fr. Varghese 
Valikkodath, the Chairman of the Exarchial Commissions, 

St. Joseph MCC, Dehu Road
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along with us for the entire Passion Week.  Palm Sunday,
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter 
Services were all celebrated by Rev. Fr. Valikkodath. The 
presence of Brother Jestin and Brother Joby, seminarians of our 
Exarchate, was an added blessing to the parish.  

d. Reception to new Priests

Parish was blessed to have the presence of Rev. Fr. Robin OIC 
& Rev. Fr. Melwin Mathew, OIC. Parish felicitated the new 
priests and wished them all success in their new apostolate. Fr. 
Melwin Mathew, OIC, has been appointed as the Chancellor of 
St. Ephrem Exarchate and Vicar of St. Mary's Church, Warje, 
while Fr. Robin Ettithadathil, OIC has been appointed as 
Bursar of Nirmal Bethany High School and Junior College at 
Kalewadi, Pune.

a. Inauguration of the Year of Youth

As the Malankara Catholic Church celebrates the Golden 
Jubilee anniversary for MCYM and the 'Year of Youth', the 
district level inauguration of the same was held at Mother Mary 

th
Malankara Catholic Church, Picket, on March 25  by Rev. Fr. 
Blessen George OIC, Director of MCYM Hyderabad in the 
presence of MCYM Hyderabad District Secretariat and all the 
Parishioners soon after the Palm Sunday service. Celebrations 
took off with hoisting the MCYM flag, the MCYM prayer and 
MCYM anthem.

b. 24 hour Adoration 

24 hour adoration was organized by the MCA of St. Joseph 
Malankara Catholic Church, Jeedimetla, from 24th Morning 

th
till 25  Morning. The adoration started with prayer, praise and 

th th
worship on 24  at 7 am and ended on 25  Morning with the start 
of Palm Sunday service. Adoration was a complete 24 hours 
long and included the night vigil where the parishioners, 
particularly MCA members, adored the Holy Eucharist with 
utmost devotion and prayers seeking strength and good health 
for the Church and the faithful. 

Hyderabad District

Mother Mary MCC, Picket
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Bangalore District

St. Alphonsa MCC, Carmelaram

a. Holy Week

The Holy Week services were led by Rev. Fr. Geevarghese 
Kaithavana. Nercha appam was served on Maundy Thursday, 
Nercha Kanji served after Good Friday service and dinner 
served after the Easter Mass. During the week, Rev. Fr. Titus 
SVD, Rev. Fr. Wilson SVD and Rev. Fr. Tito CMI joined as co- 
celebrants for the various services and broke open the word of 
God. 

b. Blessing of the Door 

His Excellency Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Anthonios visited 
ththe under construction Carmelaram Church on Saturday the 14  

of April 2018 and blessed the Main Door of the first floor. The 
parish thanks His Excellency for his continued support and 
blessings.

MGC Chennai 

a.  World Social Work Day

PG Department of Social Work observed World Social Work 
Day on 21st March 2018.  The theme for this year was 
'Environment Sustainability and Community Development.' 
Badges with the words “Proud to be Catalyst” were given to 
teaching and non-teaching staff on this occasion.
Dr. Prince Solomon Devadass spoke on the topic “Social 
Research & Education Catalyst of Change in Society”, Mr. 
Thaddeus Alfonso, Asst. Director, Niraivagam, Don Bosco 
Institute of Psychological Services, on the topic “Role of NGO 
as catalyst of change” and Mr. Manikandan, Lead, CSR, 
Vikatan Group of Publication, on the topic, “Role of CSR as 
catalyst of change”.

b. Life Skill  Enhancing Strategy

Life Skill Enhancing Strategy is the new outreach program of 
the Department of Social Work. Handling Exam Fear, 

Institution News
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01 : Parish Feast, Jeedimetla, Hyderabad

02 : Bapatla Mission Convention

03 : Marthandom

04 : Mariagiri, Marthandam

06 : Parish Feast, Aiyapakkam, Chennai

07  : Nagpur

08  : Nagpur

09  : Major Seminarians Meet

10 - 11  : Pune

12  : Mission Visit  Ghoti-Igatpuri-Nasik

13 : Minor Orders  St Antony's Church, Vishrantawadi, Pune

14-15  : Pune

16- 21  : Germany

22  : Pune

23-24   : Mission Meet, Pune 

25  : Pastoral Council Meeting, Pune

26  : Priestly Ordination of Dn. Varghese Kurisinkal, Pune

27  : Blessing of the Chapel at Carmelargam Bengaluru

28-29  : Catholicate Centre, Trivandrum

30  : First Holy Qurbono of Fr. Varghese Kurisinkal 

at Enathu / Adoor

31 : Pune

Bishop's Diary

Handling Peer Pressure, Facing Adolescence, Sensitising on 
Right Usage of Electronic Gadgets, Communications Skills, 
and Decision Making Skills would be some of the sessions that 
would be imparted in the Sacred Heart Matriculation Higher 
Secondary School as part of this outreach.  

Days of Remembrance

1 : May Day (St. Joseph, Patron of Labourers)
6 : Malankara Catholic Laity Day  
10     : Ascension of Our Lord
13     : Minor Orders at Vishrantwadi, Pune
20     : Feast of Pentecost    
25     : Pastoral Council Meeting, Khadki
26    : Priestly Ordination, Khadki      



 Fr Philip Pulipra 
(Director, MCCL) 

FR Melwin Mathew 
(Chancellor)

Fr. Stephen Chempakathoppu
 (Director, Missions)

Fr Mathew Thazhettottathil 
(Director, MCYM)  

Fr Mathew Punakulam 
( Minor Seminary Rector)

Fr George Mathew, OIC  Fr Varghese Valikkodath

Heartfelt Thanks…

Congratulations….
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Malankara Catholic Bible Convention at 
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